
Before going to school, children have already had a wide range of 
experiences with spoken, written, and visual communication, and 
have used language in familiar contexts. They have also developed 
ways of using language that are specific to their cultural and           
linguistic contexts. A child’s success in school and throughout life 
depends in large part on the ability to be literate.  

Oral language is the basis for literacy, thinking and relating in any 
language.  Children first learn to use oral forms of language by listen-
ing and speaking, and then begin to explore the written forms of lan-
guage by reading and writing. If a child’s first language is a language 
other than English, families should continue to use their first lan-
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